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Volume XVIII, Number 4
Quarterly Quotes
“You can cut all the flowers but you
cannot keep spring from coming.”
--Pablo Neruda

Spring 2020
Camaraderie
at our
December
UMMRA
event

MINUTES OF THE DECEMBER 14, 2019
BUSINESS MEETING
Approximately 12 people were present for the
Potluck Holiday get-together at the Grand Stay
Hotel. The weather was extremely cold!!!

An informal meeting was convened. Michael
O’Reilly distributed a print-out of the current
financial report and reported briefly on the
campus coffee hours which are being co-hosted
by the Briggs Library. Michael also reported on
current membership numbers.

There was a robust discussion about the falling
attendance at UMMRA events. It was suggested
that personal invitations from current members
to new retirees would encourage more
participation. Ferolyn Angell suggested that
former members receive an invitation to the next
UMMRA meeting to encourage them to come
back to UMMRA. This led to a discussion of the
viability of the current steering committee and
UMMRA in general. Donna Chollett made clear
that the March newsletter would be her last as
editor, as her eyesight is failing. It was agreed
that if no one is found to take over the job of
editing and producing the UMMRA newsletter,
the organization will need to fold. To that end,
Ferolyn agreed to send out a carefully worded
appeal to retirees. The discussion proceeded to
a number of other items: 1) Lynn Schulz
advised that UMMRA has always paid a group
membership of $30 to the all University UMRA

for all UMM retirees, but any retiree may pay
dues and join us; 2) It was suggested that we
might get more exposure if we partnered with
the Alumni Association – that perhaps this
would be an alternate way to share news about
retirees; 3) It was noted that in the past UMMRA
members were given a role in campus events
such as graduation ceremonies.
Submitted by Ferolyn Angell
Can you help? UMMRA needs you if we are to
continue as an organization! Donna Chollett
is regretfully giving up the job as newsletter
editor due to failing eyesight. It is a fun job that
she has enjoyed, and not that much work.
Donna created a template that can be easily
transferred to whoever volunteers to take up the
job. Please contact Donna, Michael, or Ferolyn
for more information.
Your UMMRA Membership
Retirement can keep you busy we know, and
sometimes the old job leaves a bad taste. No
matter the reason, if your membership has
lapsed, we would like you to join us for our
March meeting (and to perhaps renew your
membership). Let old acquaintances refresh
good memories!
March 19, 12:00-2:00 p.m.,
Lakeside Ballroom restaurant, Glenwood
UMMRA Spring Equinox Meeting
Come celebrate the spring equinox with us! You
can order from the menu and Michael O'Reilly
will make a presentation on sun dials. There will
also be a short meeting to select additional
steering committee members. Please plan to
come and welcome spring!

Modern sun dial

Inca Intihuatana

COMING EVENTS
Saturday, March 7, 7:30 p.m.,
HFA Recital Hall
Concert Choir “2020 Peru Trip” send-off
concert.
Friday, March 27, 7:30 p.m.,
HFA Recital Hall
Faculty/guest artist recital. Martha CouncellVargas, flute and Ann Duhamel, piano.
Saturday, March 28, 7:00-8:30 p.m.
Edson Auditorium
“Clean Comedy 4 Clean
Water.”
Twin
Cities
professional improvisers Mike
Hadley and Nate Forsberg
bring their family-friendly,
hilarious improvising skills to
Morris, in collaboration with the UMM Improv
Club and performing improv troupes "Sports
Team" and "Breakfast 4 Dinner," with hopes to
raise awareness for clean water in Africa.
Friday, April 3, 7:30 p.m., Edson Auditorium
2020 Annual Jazz Fest.
Monday, April 13, 7:30
p.m.,
HFA Recital Hall
UMM Jazz Ensemble 2 &
Combo Concert.
Friday, April 17, 7:00 p.m., and Saturday,
April 18, 1 p.m. Proscenium Theatre
Kathryn Walat's Miss Electricity, the story of 10year-old Violet who is determined to show the
world just how special she is. When Violet is
struck by lightning, she gains control over all
things electric and zaps her way through
circuits, bullies, and tests—until power goes to
her head. Directed by guest artist Hannah
Amundson.

Thursday, April 30, and May 2–4, time TBA
HFA Black Box Theatre
Ordinary Days presented by the Meiningens
Student Theater Organization. An honest and
funny musical about finding fulfillment,
happiness, love, and cabs in the city that never
sleeps, it tells the story of four young New
Yorkers through a fresh and lively score by
Broadway composer Adam Gwon. Directed by
Katie Booth '20.
Saturday, May 16, 1:30 p.m.,
Campus Mall
2020 Commencement
KUDOS
On February 1, the Clyde Johnson Scholarship
recital honored Johnson, professor emeritus of
music, who served Morris from 1961 until 1999.
Scholarships are awarded to talented University
of Minnesota Morris students who are involved
in music, and cover the fees for one year of
weekly private, individual music lessons in the
student’s performance area.
Barbara Burke, associate professor of
Communication, Media, and Rhetoric, received
the University of Minnesota John Tate Award for
Excellence in Undergraduate Advising, in
recognition of her dedication to her students.
Through developing and sharing her advising
expertise, she has changed student, staff, and
faculty lives for the better.
Julia Dabbs, associate professor of Art History,
received the 2019-20 Horace T. Morse University of Minnesota Alumni Association
Award for Outstanding Contributions to
Undergraduate Education, giving her the title of
"Distinguished University Teaching Professor."
NEWSWORTHY AT UMM
Dr. Rachel Croson becomes the next
Executive Vice President and Provost of U of M

on March 30. Dr. Croson is an accomplished
academic leader and brings extraordinary
breadth of talent, experience, and strategic
acumen to the university. Dr. Croson earned her
undergraduate degree from the University of
Pennsylvania, with a double major in economics
and philosophy, a minor in political science, and
her doctorate in economics from Harvard
University. She comes from Michigan State
University where she served as dean of the
College of Social Science and MSU Foundation
Professor of Economics.
Marcus Muller joined UMM as the new Director
of the Office of the Registrar, beginning January
6. Marcus is moving to Morris from the Twin
Cities, where he was a Program/Project
Specialist in the UMN TC Office of the Registrar.
He holds a BA in English from UMN and is
completing a Masters of Education in Youth
Development and Leadership at UMN. His work
experience also includes management and
claims analysis in an insurance company.
Allison Friedly ’04 joined UMM in the role of
director of the Office of Communications and
Marketing,
on
January
15,
2020.
Allison is an alumna of UMM and earned an MA
in Applied Ethics from the Vermont College of
Union Institute University and an MBA from
Bethel University. She brings to us some 15
years’
experience
in
marketing
and
communication roles in higher education and
elsewhere.
UMM anthropology major Felicia Galvan knew
nothing about farm equipment and had been
interested in growing and preparing healthful
foods since high school, when she joined a
Native youth gardening program. But tractors
and plows? Not so much. That changed this
past year, when Galvan applied for a student
internship with UMM’s Center for Small Towns
which paired her with Red Lake, Minnesota,
nonprofit 4-Directions Development. Her task

was to determine which kinds of farm equipment
would be best for starting a 1 to 2-acre family
farm. Her research results will be used at the
Red Lake Reservation training garden, where
community members learn about different
farming practices. The ongoing goal is to
increase access to fresh, organic produce,
ultimately achieving “food sovereignty,” or the
ability to grow enough food to feed every Red
Lake tribal member. “I learned a lot about
farming equipment,” Galvan says, “That was a
huge learning curve.” The Center for Small
Towns has been matching students like Galvan
with Minnesota community groups for 25 years,
allowing students an opportunity to apply their
classroom learning to solving real-world
problems and strengthening their connections to
greater Minnesota.

each year. WCROC renewable energy scientist
Eric Buchanan has been leading the project
along with the assistance of the local high
school Robotics Team. In addition, UMM
recently installed a new 240-kilowatt solar array.
According to Bryan Herrmann, vice chancellor
for finance and facilities, the array is unique in
that it sits 8 feet off the ground, which allows the
university to produce solar energy on functional
pastureland. The project was done in
partnership with the U of M West Central
Research and Outreach Center and Otter Tail
Power.

WCROC staff were congratulated and awarded
for over 100 years of service as a Cooperative
Weather Observing station with the National
Weather Service. Daily weather observations
have been recorded in Morris since 1885,
making our weather records one of the oldest
complete set of records in North America.
Pictured with the NWS representatives, left to
right: Curt Reese, Heidi Olson-Manska, Joel
Ekberg, Todd Hickman, and Tyson Bartell.

UMMRA Membership Benefits
• Quarterly Newsletter, UMMRA Info
• 10% UMM Bookstore Discount (select
items)
• UMM Parking Pass for public UMM lots
• Continued use of your University
identification card
• Mini-Grants of up to $350 for research
• Volunteer Opportunities
UMMRA Steering Committee
Ferolyn Angell, secretary
Donna Chollett, UMMRA Info editor
Michael O’Reilly, treasurer

Bringing solar power to local schools
Thanks to collaboration from the WCROC, the
University of Minnesota Morris, the Morris Area
Schools, Otter Tail Power Company, and grant
money from Clean Energy Resource Teams
(CERTs), the Morris Area High School will soon
be connected to a solar array which is expected
to generate 10,000 kilowatt hours of electricity

For questions, comments, or information about
this publication, contact:
UMMRA Info editor Donna Chollett
cholledl@morris.umn.edu
Please email news items that you would like to
see in this newsletter to Donna. Retirees are
welcome to send a short reflection, memory,
recollection, etc. that you have about UMM for
inclusion in future issues of UMMRA Info.

